Salt & Light Resource

WHY ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY MINISTRY? 
· Because the Bible says to care for others, particularly those on the margins (examples): 

· Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, "Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.“ (Deut. 15:11)

· This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. (Ezek. 16:49)

· What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

· “[Who] was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?“ [The lawyer] said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise.“ (Luke 10:36-37)

· They [church leaders] asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I [Paul] was eager to do. (Gal. 2:10)

· Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. (James 1:27)
· The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. (1 John 4:20​-21)
· Because we share God's heart of compassion:
· For the LORD your God is God of Gods … who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger. (Deut. 10:17-18)
· When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." (Matt. 9:36-38) 

· There were two blind men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, "Lord, have mercy on us!" … Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. (Matt. 20:30-34)
· We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you, on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Cor 5:20)

· Because we love Jesus and seek to walk in His footsteps:

· The King will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matt. 25:40)
· Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." (Mark 10:21)

· "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to bring good news to the poor…"  (Luke 4:18)
· Jesus went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. (Luke 8:1)
· Because God has blessed us to be a blessing:

· I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. (Gen. 12:2-3)

· Praise be to … the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. (2 Cor. 1:3-4)
· We are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. (Eph. 2:10)
· Because in blessing others, we are blessed: 

· Bring all the tithes … so that … the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. (Deut. 14:29)

· Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and will be repaid in full. (Prov. 19:17)

· Seek the welfare of the city … for in its welfare you will find your welfare. (Jer. 29:7)

· When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, … for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. (Luke 14:13-14)

· You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us. (2 Cor. 9:11-14)
· As for those who in the present age are rich, … they are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. (1 Tim. 6:17-19)

· Because we want to know God better and deepen our faith: 

· "He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know me?" declares the LORD. (Jer. 22:16)

· If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. (James 2:14-17)

· How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him (1 John 3:17-19)
· Because God attends to the prayers of those who care for people in need: 

· If you close your ear to the cry of the poor, you will cry out and not be heard. (Prov. 21:13)
· Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice …? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house …? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; … Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer. (Isa. 58:6-9)
· Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying …. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter….' Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."  (Acts 10:30-33)
· Because we yearn for signs of the goodness, healing and joy of God’s kingdom: 

· The LORD has sent me … to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness , a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. … They will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. (Isa. 61:1-3)

· I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. … No more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.  No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. … (Isa. 65:18-21)
· Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Matt. 6:10)
· "John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?'" … [Jesus] answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them." (Luke 7:20​-22)
· "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. …  Cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.'" (Luke 10:2,9)

