Salt & Light Resource

25 WAYS YOUR CHURCH CAN SERVE A PUBLIC SCHOOL
1. Donate backpacks, school supplies, coats, personal hygiene products, or holiday food baskets to the school to distribute to children from low-income families.

2. Hold teacher/staff appreciation days by bringing in snacks, meals, cards with encouraging messages, or small tokens of appreciation.

3. Engage members in reading to children, providing tutoring, or serving as an extra adult presence in the classroom, cafeteria, playground, or on field trips.

4. Beautify the school campus by spreading mulch, weeding flowerbeds, or painting classrooms. 

5. Donate small gifts or gift cards that teachers can use as incentives for good behavior, attendance or academic progress.

6. Hold a book drive for the school library. 

7. Subsidize fees for student pictures, yearbooks, or extracurricular activities like music or sports for low-income students. 

8. Sponsor an end-of-the-year picnic, school fair or other special activity. 

9. Help with school fundraisers (to pay for "extras" such as playground equipment, computers, field trips, athletic supplies and uniforms, special art supplies, etc.). 

10. Donate gas cards so parents who struggle with fuel costs can attend meetings and school functions.

11. Bring in a birthday cake once a month to celebrate children and staff whose birthday falls in that month. 

12. Sponsor an award for students who overcome challenges to achieve educational progress. 

13. Raise funds for eyeglasses for low-income students whose parents lack insurance. 

14. Communicate school-related volunteer needs and prayer requests to the congregation, and pray regularly for the students and staff. 

15. Provide one-on-one attention to students who have been suspended or are at risk of dropping out. 

16. Respond to school emergencies, such as an act of violence or vandalism. 

17. Sponsor a student club -- e.g., chess club, or a student group to promote recycling -- or support the "booster" club for school sports. 

18. Be an advocate for the school at school board meetings and other public events. 

19. Provide job shadowing and internship opportunities for students. 

20. Develop a mentoring program around the lunch hour.

21. Establish a scholarship for students with financial need. 

22. Work with area businesses to donate surplus supplies and equipment to schools.

23. Provide judges for spelling bees, math competitions, speech contests, field days, etc.

24. Work with the school to reach out to students with truancy issues and help their family overcome obstacles to getting them to school. 

25. Send notes to congratulate and encourage students on the school’s honor roll. 

Ways a School Can Serve a Church or Other Community Partner
· Showcase student artwork or science projects at the church. 

· Provide student entertainment at the partner's special events. 

· Host recognition breakfast/luncheon to thank churches and other school partners and highlight current events on campus.

· Include the church on the mailing list for the school newsletter, and keep the church informed about school events and needs. 

· Invite students to participate in church-sponsored community service projects: planting a community garden, creating a mural, visiting nursing home residents, neighborhood cleanup days, food drives, etc. 

· School staff members can serve as an educational resource for the church (for example, a special education teacher could share a seminar on working with children with disabilities, or a teacher could offer consulting on best practices for teaching English as a second language).

See additional suggestions and partnership information on the Partners in Education website, www.pie.knoxschools.org. 
