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“But I was addicted all my life, the alcohol … After my momma died – cancer, she had cancer…I had my first baby at 18, but my momma didn’t kick me out ‘til I was 25…I was in a real bad wreck, in a coma for three months, disabled after that…”

That’s how our conversation went, jumping from one place in time to another, unfocused and frantic – like much of Kimberlyn Bailey's life. But when she starts talking about how Jesus reached her, how God intervened in her life through Water Angel Ministries, then she becomes calm. Focused. 

Now 48, Kim has been battling an addiction to alcohol since she was a teenager. She managed to dry out for several years, willing herself to remain sober. But in her own power, she could not stay away from alcohol. When her mother kicked her out at 25, she suddenly lost the only home she’d ever known.

“She was just mean…nasty…wanted to fight everybody.” That’s what Tommie Daniels says about Kim. He knew her during her worst times, when they were both living on the streets.

Tommie himself knows that road too well. He used to be homeless, addicted to drugs and alcohol most of his life. He was separated from his wife and kids, on the street, running from his own troubles and running from God.

To talk to him now, you’d never know it. Clean for almost two years, he has a peaceful countenance, a gentle spirit. He has a good job and the support of his friends and family. And he is quick to acknowledge that it is God who brought him to this place. Since he came to Water Angels several years ago, God has done a miraculous work in him: Saving him. Saving his marriage. Saving his relationship with his three children and eight grandchildren. This sixty-ish grandfather chuckles to himself when he speaks of them.

Stephanie Mitchum, Director of Water Angel Ministries, could not have anticipated how a small step of faith would touch the lives of people like Kim and Tommie. What started as a Girl Scout project handing out bottles of water has turned into a multi-faceted ministry, helping poor and homeless people obtain shelter, food, clothing, and much-needed IDs. Water Angels also sponsors weekly church services, Bible classes, and a monthly event for inner city and homeless kids called the Shining Star Club. In each act of compassion, large or small, the ministry points the way to Christ.
Kim herself now has nine months of sobriety, a restored relationship with her children and her dear sister, and a place to live that Water Angel Ministries rented for her near the church. Despite her disability she maintains an energetic pace, accompanied by a sweet temper, shy smile, and friendly demeanor.

While both Kim and Tommie acknowledge the daily struggle to stay clean and walk in the light, they also have the new peace that God grants those who choose His truth over Satan’s lies. And they have support from Stephanie and the many volunteers who share the work every week. Though they came to Water Angels in dire circumstances, the ministry did more than meet their immediate needs. It led them to Living Water, and lasting peace. 

