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TIMELINE OF RELIGION IN KNOX COUNTY 
Travis Vaughn 
1540 
First European explorer, Hernando De Soto, a Spaniard, enters the area

1758
John Martin and William Richardson, Scots-Irish Presbyterians, come to Fort Loudon

1773
Early Presbyterian church established at Taylor’s Meeting House in Sullivan County

1775
Early Baptist congregation started at Sinking Creek near area now known as Farragut

1783
The Holston Conference of Methodists formed in East Tennessee

1794
The University of Tennessee chartered on September 10 as Blount College 

1799
Father Stephen T. Badin, first Catholic priest ordained in the U.S., hoped for the establishment of a unified Catholic settlement in East Tennessee

1802 
Knox County Association of Baptists established

1812
Barton Stone moved to East Tennessee and began organizing Independent Christian Churches affiliated with the group birthed out of the Cain Ridge Revival in 1801

1820
Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod formed

1826
St. John’s Cathedral, Knoxville’s first Episcopal parish established in downtown Knoxville

1829
Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee formed

1832
Barton Stone and Alexander Campbell collaborated to give birth to the churches of the “restoration movement “now known as: Disciples of Christ, the Churches of Christ, the Independent Christian Churches, and the Restoration Churches

1834
Missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) arrived in Tennessee in October, preached at a Campbellite church meeting and baptized seven converts

1834
New Prospect Presbyterian Church, one of Knoxville’s oldest Presbyterian churches, established in South Knoxville

1845
Warner Tabernacle (now called Greater Warner Tabernacle AME Zion Church) the oldest African American church still in existence to this day in Knoxville, established on Fuller Street

1850 
East Tennessee Female Institution established in Knoxville by Methodists

1852
The two oldest Catholic Churches in East Tennessee founded – Immaculate Conception in Knoxville and Saints Peter and Paul in Chattanooga

1864
Temple Beth El, the oldest Jewish congregation in East Tennessee and an adherent to Reformed Judaism, established in Knoxville

1868
The “Colored Cumberland Presbyterian Church” established

1874
The First Christian Church in Knoxville formed, now associated with the Disciples of Christ

1876
Knoxville College established by Presbyterian missionaries

1893
The School of the Evangelists, renamed Johnson Bible College in 1909, established by Ashley S. Johnson

1904
Father Emmanuel Callahan, the “Horseback Priest” and native Knoxvillian, began riding his horse, Rebel, throughout East Tennessee converting many

1907
G.B. Cashwell, attendee of the Azusa Street Revivals in Los Angeles, CA, brought the Pentecostal movement to Memphis; Adherent A.J. Tomlinson moved to Cleveland, Tennessee and started the Church of God

1908
Holy Ghost, Knoxville’s second Catholic parish, founded

1930
St. Mary’s Hospital established in Knoxville

1930
The Jewish Community Center established in Knoxville

 1933 
Catholic club started on campus at UT by Newman Movement

1931
Knoxville Catholic High School established

1949
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church, established off of Kingston Pike in Knoxville

1969
John XXIII University Parish established on the campus of UT

1970
The Advent House purchased by Knoxville’s First Seventh Day Adventist Church to serve as primary meeting place for the Adventist Christian Fellowship at UT

1977 
St. John Neumann Catholic Church established in Farragut

1985
Hindu Community Center in Knoxville established in Lenoir City

1986
The Episcopal Diocese of East Tennessee established

1987
Westside Unitarian Universalist Church, Knoxville’s second UU church is established  

1988
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Knoxville established out of the Diocese of Nashville

1992
The Muslim Student Association established at the University of Tennessee

1997
Shomair Yisrael Messianic Jewish Congregation established in Knoxville

1998
Annoor Academy, Knoxville’s Islamic School, established to serve Pre-K – 7th grade

1999 
The Byzantine Catholic Community of East Tennessee  established in Seymour to meet the needs of Byzantine Catholics

2007
Knoxville churches estimated at 670
