Salt & Light Study Guide
1.6D EMBRACING LOW-INCOME COMMUNITIES 
Meditate on God's Word:
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. (Isaiah 61:3-4)
· How does the work of rebuilding communities display God's splendor? What places in Knoxville have been "long devastated," and how can you imagine them being renewed? 
Open Up: 

· What was something in this chapter that surprised, inspired or challenged you? What questions did it answer for you, and what questions did it raise? 

· Diverse Knoxville communities tend to be isolated from one another. How can we have a conversation about low-income communities that is framed as "us-we," not "us-them"? (See the Community Conversation Guidelines posted on the Compassion Coalition website.) 
· Residents of public housing say they often feel judged by outsiders based on where they live. Have you had an experience of being judged negatively by someone who did not really know you or your situation? What did you want to say to that person?
Read and Reflect: 

· Trust and consistency are key themes in this chapter. Read Pastor Harrold Preyer's quote on p. 295. How are children affected by seeing Christians come and go without building lasting relationships? How is it that caring Christians with good intentions can end up doing harm?

· What steps might a church in an older neighborhood take to help prevent decline (p. 296)? 
· Read "Concentrated Neighborhood Poverty in Knoxville" (p. 296) and "The Impact of High-Poverty Neighborhoods on Children" (p. 298). If we want to help children in poverty, why is it important to consider the context where they live? How is our impact limited if we only serve individuals while leaving their neighborhoods unchanged? 
· The essay urges that rather than focus on needs, groups first "recognize and build on the strengths that already exist within these communities" (p. 297). Why do we so often have a hard time seeing past the needs to the assets of low-income communities? 
· Consider the story of Pastor Philip Hamilton and Children of God Ministries (p. 300). What advantages do local churches and residents have in ministering to their own neighborhood, compared with how an "outsider" may be able to serve? Based on p. 298, name three ways that "outsiders" can make meaningful connections with a low-income community. 

· "Christians can also join with others in advocating for public policies that create more pathways of opportunity for residents of these communities" (p. 298). What are 3-5 policies that you think could expand opportunity in Knoxville's low-income communities? 
· "If you live in a more affluent neighborhood, think of people who live in public housing, trailer parks and other high-poverty areas as your neighbors. If you live in a low​-income neighborhood, think of people who live in Knoxville suburbs as your neighbors" (p. 301). How does it affect your attitude or approach to ministry, to think of people in all parts of Knoxville equally as your "neighbors"?  

Unpack the Research:  

1. Consider the Fast Facts on Concentrated Poverty Neighborhoods on p. 301. See also the more detailed data on p. 432, "Poverty Zone Comparisons for Greater Knoxville."
· How are high rates of poverty and single parent families mutually reinforcing? (Note that on average throughout Knox County, only 1 in 20 single parent families lives in poverty, but in concentrated poverty neighborhoods, 1 in 3 single parent families lives in poverty. So not all single parent families are poor; but poor single-parent families tend to live in the same area.) 

· Why do you think there are more churches per person in higher-poverty neighborhoods? How might the experience of being a pastor in these communities differ from the experience of pastoring in a suburban context? What kinds of support can the church in other parts of Knoxville offer to help these leaders maintain their physical, mental and spiritual health? 

· What happens to these concentrated-poverty neighborhoods when the people who succeed in "making it" move away to more affluent neighborhoods? (The story "Up and Out," on the Compassion Coalition website, explores this question.)
2. See the "Fast Facts on Knoxville's Public Housing" on p. 301. See also the tables on p. 430 for more detailed demographic data on residents in KCDC public housing. (Also see the reports on the 2009 survey of KCDC residents available on the Compassion Coalition website.)
· On p. 430, note the total numbers of children, seniors, disabled individuals, and female-headed households living in public housing. In addition to serving the needs of these different groups, how can ministries discover what strengths they bring to their communities? 
· Residents in family public housing say their greatest need is for more positive activities for their kids. Brainstorm a list of ways that churches can respond to this tremendous ministry opportunity, in a way that reflects the values of trust and consistency. . 

Get Personal:

· Look at the map on p. 427, "Population Living Below Poverty Level," and the map of public housing developments on p. 431. Which of the higher poverty tracts or public housing communities are closest to your church or home? How could you get to know churches or organizations ministering in these communities? 
· How could you minister with low-income communities through one of the suggestions in "Make a Difference Through Your Life" or "Make a Difference as a Volunteer" (p. 302-305)?  

· Which of the suggestions under "Make a Difference Through Your Church" (p. 302​-303) could be possible at your church? In particular, how might you need to adjust your approach to ministry in order not to be a “drive-by do-gooder” (p. 298)? 
· How do you or your church need to prepare in order to be better equipped to minister effectively with low-income communities? What kinds of training would be useful? How can this training take into account the advice from residents themselves (p. 305)? 
Keep Learning: 
· Learn more about options for addressing poverty in chapter 1.4A, Pathways out of Poverty. 
· The chapter on Economy (1.5A) discusses the need for neighborhood development plans that address economic inequalities in the greater Knoxville area. 
· Read chapter 1.6E, Developing Great Neighborhoods, for more specific ways of working to improve life in a community. 
· For insights into the racial issues that affect Knoxville's low-income communities, see Pursuing Racial Reconciliation with Justice (1.6C).
· According to the essay, "Real ministry only happens through ongoing, life-changing relationships" (p. 298). Learn more about "Guidelines for Relational Ministry" (3.6) on p. 366.
· See a story about the ministry of relocation: "Loving Our Neighbors in the City," p. 372. 
· Section IV (starting on p. 380) provides guidance on developing collaborations. See especially 4.6B, "Dos and Don’ts for Urban-Suburban Faith-Based Partnerships" (p. 404).
Closing Quote and Prayer: 

Why should we expect people to be different without an example? When I was living in Western Heights [as a child], if someone didn’t come and show me another way, I wouldn’t have known any other way to live. When I encountered people from church being Christ-like, that gave me an example to follow. 

- Stanley Taylor, Knoxville Leadership Foundation 

· Ask God to give you the grace and calling to be present among your "neighbors" in a low-income community, so that they might encounter Christ in you—and so that you might encounter Christ in them. 
