Salt & Light Study Guide
1.5E PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Meditate on God's Word:
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. (Proverbs 22:6)
· What does this passage suggest about the potential of education to influence a child for a lifetime? What is the role of our public education system in training students in "the way they should go"? 
Open Up: 

· What was something in this chapter that surprised, inspired or challenged you? What questions did it answer for you, and what questions did it raise? 
· Share a story that honors a teacher or staff of a public school. How did their involvement make a difference for you or your child? 

· What would you say to someone without a child in the public school system to try to convince them that supporting public schools is important for the whole community? 
Read and Reflect: 

· Note the quote on p. 234, "Many teachers and schools across the country are proving that race and poverty are not destiny and many more are demonstrating that children can be educated to world class performance." How does the Glimpse story illustrate this point? Why is it vital to start with a belief in students' potential, regardless of their background? 
· In which area of educational challenges faced by regular and alternative public schools do you feel you or your church could have the greatest impact? 
· The essay affirms that schools welcome the involvement of churches and caring Christians, if they serve "without violating the boundaries of church and state" (p. 240). What kinds of activities would clearly cross this line? What guidelines would you give to Christians seeking to communicate God's love to students appropriately in a school setting? 
· What will it take to overcome the "family, community and systemic barriers" to the goal of a quality education for all Knoxville students (p. 241)? How far can individual volunteers go toward achieving this goal? What can only be accomplished by coordinated, collaborative efforts toward systemic reform? (See Ronni Chandler's quote on this page.) 
· What are the qualities of a good school mentor, such as Kids Hope volunteer Gene (p. 142)? What can mentors gain from the experience of making a young friend? 
· Read "Hearing from our Heroes" on p. 247. Pause to say a prayer for the teachers and staff coping daily with crisis, heartache and all the hard work involved in educating children. 
Unpack the Research:  

1. Read "The Cost of Dropping Out" on p. 241. 
· What public benefits could be gained by decreasing the dropout rate? 
· How does dropping out contribute to generational cycles of poverty? 
2. Review the Fast Facts on Knox County Public Schools on p. 243. 
· What do these facts say about the relationship of public schools to the overall economy and social well-being of Knox County? 
· Compare the overall graduation rate with the rates of specific schools on p. 237. What is the difference between the top and bottom rates? What is the likely impact on the neighborhoods where schools have the lowest graduation rates? Where they have the highest rates? 
· Note the number of students suspended from school. How can the church have an influence on their lives to keep them from getting into further trouble? What could congregations and Christian families do to reach kids before they get suspended? 
3. See Table 2 on p. 428 and the map of public elementary schools on p. 429. 
· Look at the column, "% 4th Graders Projected to Score 21 or Above on the ACT," and read the explanatory note at the bottom. How many schools in this table have less than 25% expected to achieve a successful score? In eight years, how is this statistic likely to affect graduation rates?  In twelve years, what could the impact be on employment and income? 
· What relationships do you note between academic indicators and the percentage of children on free or reduced lunch (based on family income)? (Note that this list includes all the schools with above average rates of students on free/reduced lunch, i.e., at least 45%.)
· If someone wanted to serve in a public school where the needs were greatest, based on this table, where would be good possibilities to offer service? 
Get Personal:

· See the map of elementary schools with the most financially disadvantaged students (p. 429). Which schools are closest to your home or church? Do you know any students or teachers at these schools, or have any other connection that could lead to ministry involvement? Prayerfully consider how you can be a source of support for students and staff. 
· How could you make a difference through one of the suggestions in "Make a Difference Through Your Life" (p. 244) or "Make a Difference as a Volunteer" (p. 245-246)? 

· Which of the suggestions under "Make a Difference Through Your Church" (p. 244-245) could be possible at your church? 

· How do you (or your church) need to prepare in order to be better equipped to minister effectively to a public school, or to work toward improvements in the educational system? What kinds of training would be useful?

Keep Learning: 

· Read the chapter on Children and Youth (1.1B) for a broader overview of the needs of Knoxville's school-aged residents, and their value to God and the church. 
· The chapter on Higher Education (1.5F) continues the discussion of helping all youth have access to an education that opens doors. 
· Schools are the training ground for our future workforce. The chapter on Economy (1.5A) provides suggestions for how businesses can support public education.  

· See the story of how JustLead partners with local churches to help students achieve success as students and as community leaders (p. 386).  
Closing Quote and Prayer: 

Every day I face students who are hungry, who are tired, who are living in extreme poverty, who are being sexually and physically abused. When I look at the kindergarten class I know that, statistically, some of these children are not going to make it—that some of these children could end up in prison, or on the streets, or dead. There's only so much we can do as educators. Without community members, especially without the churches, the children are lost. You look in the faces of these kids and they are crying out for help. We need your time, we need your support, we need your prayers.

- Elisa Luna, Principal, Inskip Elementary 
· Ask God to use you and your congregation to help change the destiny of school children. 
