Salt & Light Study Guide
1.4B ENDING HOMELESSNESS
Meditate on God's Word:
Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle. They were hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. He led them by a straight way to a city where they could settle. Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love. (Psalm 107:5-9)
· Imagine being homeless and coming to Knoxville for help, and finding Christians here who meet your needs and enable you to settle in peace. How does such a story testify in a unique way to God's unfailing love and deliverance? 
Open Up: 
· Name an opinion, perspective or belief about homelessness that you had before reading this chapter that was changed by something you read. 

· Imagine yourself in a conversation with a person who is homeless. What three questions would you want to ask that person? What do you think you could gain from listening to a person who is homeless share their story? How might it benefit that person? 

· For many, the idea of serving people who are homeless is understandably uncomfortable or frightening. Name fears associated with doing homeless ministry. What fears do you think a person who is homeless might experience? What are some positive ways to deal with fear? 
Read and Reflect: 
· Page 152 describes three main patterns of homelessness. Which category do you feel most drawn to serve? Why is it important to recognize that not all homelessness is alike? The word "homeless" is often associated with the chronic category, though this is the "smallest segment of the homeless population," numbering around 800 in Knoxville. 
· As stated on p. 152, only about 5% of the homeless population say they have chosen it as a lifestyle. This is from a survey that asked people about the causes of their homelessness:  

Drugs: 31%; Lost housing / can't afford housing: 23%; Alcohol: 21%; Family conflict / divorce: 18%; Lost job: 13%; Abuse: 11%; Health / mental illness: 7%; Prefer it: 4%

(Homelessness in Knoxville/Knox County 2008; multiple responses were allowed)
Given Jesus's command to love our homeless neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:30-31), how should the cause of someone's homelessness influence whether, or how, we serve them? 
· Is homelessness an "inevitable reality," or in what sense can we talk about "ending homelessness" (p. 155)? How is the goal of ending homelessness different from serving the homeless? Are these goals competing or complementary? 

· How can we meet real and immediate needs of persons who are homeless without creating dependency or neglecting root issues? What kinds of ministry best empower transformation? 
· Compare Kate's and Sam's stories (p. 157). How do they illustrate different patterns of homelessness? Imagine how caring Christians might respond in each case. 
· The Ten Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness calls faith-based organizations "one of the critical components in the plan" (p. 159). What strengths do churches bring to this goal? Why should churches welcome opportunities to partner with others to end homelessness? 
· Discuss 3-5 public policies you think could help prevent homelessness. 
Unpack the Research:  
1. See the box "What Brings Homeless Persons to Knox County?" on p. 150. (To clarify: the responses in this box are from individuals who have been homeless for at least a year.) 
· The Glimpse story on this page illustrates the statistic that about a fourth of those who are homeless came to the Knoxville area for job-related reasons. What steps could be taken to reduce the likelihood that people in this group become chronically homeless?
· Up to half of the people who are homeless came to Knoxville for services or shelter. What is the significance of this statistic from a city/county budget perspective? From the perspective of social service providers? From a perspective centered on the church's mission? 
2. Review the "Fast Facts on Homelessness in Knox County" on p. 152. 

· These statistics indicate that the population of people without a home is a diverse and constantly changing group. How are recent economic trends likely to impact this population? 
· Note the number of children who are homeless in Knoxville. Their needs are discussed on p. 153. How do you think being homeless shapes a child’s view of themselves? Of God? 

3. Review the "Characteristics of Homeless Individuals" on p. 153. 

· Which of these statistics fit the stereotypes about homeless persons? Which are surprising? 

· What does this research suggest about the capacity and likelihood for adults who are homeless to support themselves through work? What are the barriers? What kinds of training or ongoing supports could empower more people in this situation to find and keep jobs? 

4. Note the "Spotlight on Homeless Women in Knoxville" on p. 153. 

· How are women who are homeless, especially those with children, particularly vulnerable?
· Note that a quarter of these women experienced domestic abuse, a third had aged out of foster care, and a half had experienced abuse as a child. How might these traumatic life experiences affect their current choices and options? 
· Why do you think more women are becoming homeless? What could change this trend?

Get Personal:

· Do you know someone who is or has been through homelessness, or is struggling to maintain their housing? Prayerfully consider how you can offer emotional and tangible support to this person and their family. 
· What factors should be considered in relation to the option of giving people shelter in your own home (Isa. 58:7)? (See the idea for a "guest room network" on p. 158.)
· Who do you know who works with people who are homeless (e.g., therapist, social worker, nonprofit staff)? Talk with them to develop a better understanding of the causes and challenges of homelessness, and to hear their ideas on how Christians can get involved. 

· How could you serve people who are homeless through one of the suggestions in "Make a Difference Through Your Life" or "Make a Difference as a Volunteer" (p. 158-162)?  
· Which of the suggestions under "Make a Difference Through Your Church" (p. 158) could be possible at your church? 
· How do you or your church need to prepare in order to be better equipped to minister effectively in the area of homelessness? What kinds of training would be most helpful? 
Keep Learning: 
· P. 254 lists seven factors that contribute to homelessness. See the corresponding chapters: Housing (1.5B); Pathways Out of Poverty (1.4A); Work (1.5C); Mental Health (1.3B); Overcoming Addiction (1.4D); and Family (1.1A). The seventh category, "personal risk factors," includes being a victim of abuse (chapter 1.4C) and in foster care (chapter 1.1C).
· Read about two people who answered God's call to ministry with people who are homeless ("Setting a Seat at the Table", "Living Water") in Paths to Salt & Light Ministry (section 3.4). 
· See two descriptions of partnerships to address chronic homelessness on p. 394 and p. 397. 
· Download "Helping People Who Are Homeless" from the Compassion Coalition website for guidance on interacting with people who are homeless and a resource reference card. 
Closing Quote and Prayer: 

Being homeless is very lonely, very depressing. I'm tired of feeling useless. I want to be able to get a job, take care of myself, pay my own bills. You can't tell by looking at a person, just because of the way they are living, that they are a bad person. Everybody needs a chance. Everybody needs to be forgiven. 

- Willie Walker, age 59, homeless in Knoxville (excerpted from "In Hope of Housing," audio interview, 2 March 2009, http://web.knoxnews.com/special/030209homeless).
· Thank God for the forgiveness and the chance of a new life that we all have each day in Jesus Christ. Pray that God would use you to help restore sufficiency, dignity and hope to people who want a life off the streets. 
