Salt & Light Study Guide
1.4A PATHWAYS OUT OF POVERTY
Meditate on God's Word:
There should be no poor among you.… If there is a poor man among your brothers … do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. … Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land. (Deuteronomy 15:4-7, 10-11)
· Consider Jesus' words in Matthew 26:11—"The poor will be with you always"—in the context of this Deuteronomy passage. In this light, is Jesus saying we should simply accept poverty as a fact of life? Note the difference in this passage between what should be (v. 4) and what is (v. 11). Given the reality of poverty among us, according to Deuteronomy, what is our obligation toward those who are poor in our community? 
Open Up: 
· What was something in this chapter that surprised, inspired or challenged you? What questions did it answer for you, and what questions did it raise? 

· In one sense, poverty means simply a lack of income. What are other, different ways that people can be poor? (Spiritual poverty is one example.) How does understanding poverty more broadly help you relate to those who are “economically” poor?
· Research indicates that most people will experience some degree of poverty sometime in their lives (p. 136). What has been your personal experience with poverty? How is your life currently connected with people who are living in poverty? 
Read and Reflect: 
· Glimpse story, p. 134: Imagine "Jean" as a child. What might have been done to change the course of her life? Think of any children you know now who are at risk of growing up to become like Jean. How might God use you or the church to change their future story? 

· Look at the official definition of the poverty line on p. 136. How would your life change if your family's income was under the poverty level (if it is not already)? How does it affect your perspective on Knox County to know that over 56,500 individuals live at this level of income? 
· The chapter suggests that people in poverty are not all poor for the same reason and cannot all be helped in the same way. Review the four main categories of poverty on p. 137. Discuss how you see each of these categories reflected in Knoxville, and the suggested pathways out of poverty for each type. 
· Do you agree with the statement (p. 138), "Regardless of how people come to be poor, they are the neighbors we are urged to care for throughout the Bible"? How do we act as a caring neighbor toward people whose poverty may in part be associated with their own choices? 
· Discuss the concept of ministering to the "whole person" (p. 138). How can ministries that meet the material needs of people in poverty (food, clothing, etc.) also be intentional about promoting the well-being of the whole person?
· See the quote from Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert on p. 140. How would you describe the goal of ministries that address poverty? 

· Note the "Guidelines for volunteers working with people living in poverty" on p. 148. How might these be applicable or helpful to you? Are there any guidelines you would add?
Unpack the Research:
1. Study the "Fast Facts on Poverty in Knoxville / Knox County " on p. 141. 
· What jumps out at you as significant in this table? Does it surprise you that one out of every four individuals in Knoxville lives below the poverty line? 
· Who is most and least likely to be poor in the Knoxville area? What do you think explains the different poverty rates for different groups? 
· What might account for the different poverty rates in Knox County and Knoxville city? 
2. Consider the effects of poverty on children on p. 137. 
· How does a lack of income contribute to each of these effects? What other factors might be involved? 

· How might Christians help to improve each of these outcomes for children living in poverty, whether through ministries with children or by involvement in policy issues affecting children? 

Get Personal:

· Who do you know that is going through financial struggles? Prayerfully consider how you can offer emotional and tangible support in a constructive way (i.e. in a way that does not demean or encourage dependency). 

· Who do you know whose job or ministry brings them in contact with people living in poverty (e.g., social worker, teacher, nurse, nonprofit staff)? Ask them about their experiences, and how they would like to see Christians and churches get involved. 
· How could you make a difference through one of the suggestions in "Make a Difference Through Your Life" (p. 144) or "Make a Difference as a Volunteer" (p. 146-148)?  
· Which of the suggestions under "Make a Difference Through Your Church" (p. 144-145) could be possible at your church? 

· How do you (or your church) need to prepare in order to be better equipped to minister effectively with people in poverty? What kinds of training would be useful? 
Keep Learning: 
· Read through each of the Bible references in "Why Poverty Matters to God" (both in the text on p. 140 and in the endnotes on p. 439), as well as endnote 10 in the essay (p. 439). Keep notes on the main themes in these verses about God's perspective on people in poverty; instructions in these verses about how God's people are to respond to people in poverty; and thoughts on how you are led to respond personally to these passages. 

· See the list of suggestions under "Empower people to leave poverty" on p. 145, which includes references to other Salt & Light chapters relevant to addressing poverty. 
· Read about churches that coordinated their efforts to address poverty in the story on the Fountain City Ministry Center (4.3B, p. 388).
· Study the Fast Facts on Concentrated Poverty Neighborhoods on p. 301 and also the Poverty Zone Comparisons for Greater Knoxville on p. 432 for insights on  how higher densities of poverty affect quality of life statistics. 
Closing Quote and Prayer: 

We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. (1 John 3:16-18)
· Ask God to make you more like Jesus, and show you how to love others in "truth and action." 
