Salt & Light Study Guide
SECTION II, UNDERSTANDING KNOXVILLE: LEARNING TO SEE OUR CITY
Meditate on God's Word:

The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. … The servants asked him, "Do you want us to go and pull them up?" "No," he answered, "because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest." (Matt. 13:24-30)
· Who is working to "sow good seed" in your community, and what fruit is evident? How does this parable encourage us to persevere in the work of the kingdom despite the problems and distractions that inevitably arise? 
Open Up:

· What was something in Section II that surprised, inspired or challenged you? What questions did this material answer for you, and what questions did it raise? 
· Describe what you see, literally, from a window of your home. Think about the ages, ethnicity and occupation of people you are likely to see … how people interact … the type and quality of building stock … the type and amount of traffic … what natural or artistic beauty is visible.  How might the view from other windows in Knoxville be different? How might this view influence your perspective on the quality of life in Knoxville? 
Read and Reflect:
· The window on Religious Knoxville points to growing religious pluralism. What opportunities and challenges are associated with religious diversity? When and how should Christians work alongside people with non-Christian worldviews for the good of the community? 
· "Looking at the big picture, Knoxville is a suburban culture with an Anglo-American ethos" (p. 236). How is this culture reflected in many of Knoxville's churches? How might Knoxville's culture be perceived by those who do not fit this description? 
· How are Business, University, Nonprofit and Civic Knoxville interdependent? What are the advantages for the church in working collaboratively with these sectors? 

· The window on Struggling Knoxville (p. 346) points out that poverty often remains "hidden in plain sight." What factors keep more affluent people from really seeing this side of Knoxville? 
· With all of the different perspectives and demographic groups, what does it mean to say, "This is our Knoxville …" (p. 346)? What changes in attitude and actions might follow if more Christians saw themselves belonging to "our Knoxville" rather than "my Knoxville"? 
· Look through the prayer guides that accompany the Windows. How do these prayer points reflect the Lord's prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)? 
· Review the goals of city study on p. 348. Think of a particular ministry initiative that could be enhanced by developing a better understanding of the community context.  
· How does a "relational, asset​-based" approach to community study (p. 349) differ from a typical needs assessment? In your church, what would be a next step toward becoming a student of your community in this way? 
Unpack the Research 
1. Consider the estimate on p. 324: "Nearly half of Knoxville’s population – around 150,000 individuals – are not a part of a Christian church." 
· Look at the first map on p. 426 showing the number and location of churches (though not the size of churches). What does this map say about where residents are most likely to encounter a congregation? 

· What do we need to learn about Knoxville's non-Christians in order to more meaningfully share the gospel? 
2. See the box, This Is Our Knoxville, on p. 346. (Also see Fast Facts on Poverty on p. 141.)
· How does your church respond to requests for assistance from families with these characteristics? What other churches or organizations could you connect with to better help people "to survive and to return to self-sufficiency"? (See the list of agencies on p. 146-148.)
· Why and how might you seek to learn the life stories of people included in these statistics? 
3. Look at all the maps on p. 426-427. 
· Consider these maps in light of the observation on p. 326: "Knoxville culture plays itself out across city-county lines in clusters of socially, economically, and racially homogenous neighborhoods … bearing unique commercial, political, social, educational, and religious histories." In what ways do the maps speak to these neighborhood dynamics? 

· Which "windows" likely affect the social characteristics represented in these maps? 
Get Personal:

· Which of the ten "windows" are closest to your experience of Knoxville? How might this shape your perspective on needs, resources and priorities for ministry? How are you using your resources, skills, and connections to have a positive influence on this sector? 
· How much contact do you have with people outside your religious, cultural or ethnic group in Knoxville? How could you get to know someone different from yourself in a meaningful way?  
· What does it mean to you to live out your personal civic responsibility to "model responsible citizenship, become a servant leader in the public sector, and uphold biblical standards of justice and integrity in government" (p. 342)? 

· Who do you know that is part of "struggling" Knoxville? Prayerfully consider how you can offer emotional and tangible support. If you do not know anyone personally who is struggling, how can you become more connected with this side of your city? 
· Which sector of Knoxville life represents a potential mission field for your church? What kinds of training or community study would be helpful in equipping your church to have an impact? 
Keep Learning: 

· Refer to chapters in section I that particularly complement the windows:
· Business Knoxville: Economy (1.5A, p. 194), and Work (1.5C, p. 216) 

· University Knoxville: Higher Education (1.5F, p. 248)

· Ethnic Knoxville: Building Bridges with Latinos (1.6A, p. 260); Welcoming Refugees and Immigrants (1.6B, p. 270); Pursuing Racial Reconciliation with Justice (1.6C, p. 282) 

· Cultural Knoxville: Developing Great Neighborhoods (1.6E, p. 306) 

· Struggling Knoxville: A Community That Equips People to Live in Sufficiency (1.4A-E, p. 192)

· See 3.7, Being Church "With" the Community for more on an asset-based approach to relating to your community (p. 370), also explored in Becoming a Student of the City (p. 348). 

Closing Quote and Prayer: 

Jesus admonished his followers to look carefully at the context of communities and cultures in order to further the mission of the reign of God. [Matthew 9:37-10:1, Luke 10:1-3, John 4:35] …  First, Jesus directed his followers: "Look to the fields and observe their harvest-readiness." Next, he instructed them: "Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the harvest." And finally, Jesus commissioned them to put feet to their observations and prayers: "Go into the mission field you have been observing and for which you have been praying!" 
- Dr. Ron Carlson, Assessing the Mission and Purpose of Our Church (National Ministries, 2006)
· Pray that God would give you wisdom in discerning opportunities for ministry in your community, persistence in praying for your community, and passion in pursuing Jesus' mission in your community.  
