Salt & Light Resource

ROYAL CHAPLAIN CORPS: GOING TO WHERE THE HURT IS 
Amy Davis

A former pastor, Dave Trempe still proclaims the gospel, but no longer stands in the pulpit every week. Instead, Chaplain Dave goes out to where the needs are – to homes of families in crisis, juvenile court offices, disaster sites, Hospice bedsides, boardrooms. Any place outside church walls where a flock needs a shepherd, Dave ministers in the name of Christ. 

As a volunteer chaplain with the Sherriff’s Department in 2004, Dave had been sent to tell a single mother that her child had been killed. After helping her through the initial crisis, he drove away, thinking, “Is that all I can offer this hurting woman? What about next week or next month when she really needs someone to help her through her grief?” He turned the car around and went back to offer more assistance.

This incident helped lead to the founding of the Royal Chaplain Corps, to reach out to hurting people in a deeper way than the average church is equipped to do. In addition to Dave, about 20 trained volunteer chaplains are now on call with the Corps. The chaplains offer counseling and support to people at a crisis point or a spiritual crossroads. Most come to Dave by referral, but he is always prepared for the unplanned encounter in a coffee shop or at the scene of an accident. Wherever he goes, “The Royal Chaplain Corps” emblazoned on his car attracts people who need prayer or a listening ear. 

Dave maintains a “ministry of presence” at the Knox County Juvenile Court, making chaplaincy services available to families, offenders, attorneys and court staff. He also works as a corporate chaplain, an on-site “spiritual paramedic” for employees. He notes that all of the companies on the Fortune 500 list have engaged corporate chaplains to provide services like grief counseling and crisis intervention. 

As certified field traumatologists, Dave and the other chaplains are available to support first responders in times of emergency. In one case, Dave was called to a fatal traffic accident where a father refused to part with the body of his son. Dave knew that in his deep grief, the man would not be reached by spiritual platitudes or glib prayers. He spoke gently to the man and allowed him to pour out his love for his son. Having come to trust Dave, the father surrendered his child. The crisis was over, but the healing ministry was just beginning. 

Chaplaincy work can be heartbreaking. Dave is daily drawn to rely on the Holy Spirit to replenish his own spirit and to work within those to whom he is ministering. Unless there is heart change inside a person, he notes, nothing else can penetrate and make a difference. Dave also appreciates the respite and joy that his wife, Michele, and seven children bring to his life.

By walking compassionately and respectfully with families in crisis, treating everyone like royalty, the Royal Chaplain Corps shows the love of Christ in action. This is the most powerful witness to hurting people. Dave says, “Once a person sees the love, they can’t help but be drawn to know more about Jesus Christ.” 
Contact the Royal Chaplain Corps: 455-7769, www.royalchaplaincorps.com
