Salt & Light Resource

ONRAMPS TO SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRY 
Heidi Unruh and Andy Rittenhouse 

As the body of Christ discovers both the potential and the struggles in Knox County, the question naturally arises: “How can we get involved and make a difference?”

Here are a dozen ways that churches can help make a difference in Knoxville, roughly in order of increasing complexity and commitment (though not in order of importance). Each onramp represents a vital contribution to the well-being of the community. 

These ministry options are not exclusive. Churches can offer simple, low-commitment service opportunities for people who are new to community ministry, while empowering more experienced volunteers to continue moving toward deeper waters. Different groups within a congregation may be drawn to different forms of ministry. Each of these onramps is intended to be complementary to churches' ongoing outreach of sharing the gospel and leading people to new life in Christ.

No church can do everything . . . but each church is called to do something. Consider which of the following makes sense for your church or ministry group as a next step toward more faithful, fruitful outreach—for the sake of Knoxville's communities, and for the glory of God. 
Road Map: Onramps to Salt & Light Ministry

1. Meet needs within the congregation. Nurture the church to be a family where people can admit their struggles and expect a caring response, and where systems are in place for sharing resources. 

2. Pray for Knoxville. Develop a focused prayer ministry for the city, for a community, or for a particular area of ministry. 

3. Provide resources to support the work of local community-serving organizations. Provide vital financial and in-kind contributions that sustain work in the community. 

4. Connect individual volunteers from the congregation with nonprofits. Inspire and equip members to volunteer with community-serving organizations. 

5. Join a network, coalition, association or roundtable. Connect with other agencies around a particular issue for training, networking, ministry resources and collaborative action. 

6. Partner with a community-serving organization. Commit the church or ministry team to participate in a service program organized by a nonprofit, or look for new ways to come alongside organizations doing good work in the community. 
7. 
Start a new church-based ministry program. Initiate programs or nonprofits that address a gap in community services, or that respond to a unique sense of calling. 

8. Become a friend to the neighborhood. Help strengthen the church's community by bringing neighbors together, connecting local resources, hosting community events, and supporting community organizing. 

9. Advocate for systemic change. Provide members with information and opportunities for advocacy on issues of justice, and connect with other groups to work for reform. 

10. Build connections between communities across social divides. Cultivate reconciling relationships of friendship, mutual respect and united action across urban/suburban, economic, racial or cultural barriers. 

11. Join a long-term vision and planning process to work for change across city sectors. Work with diverse stakeholders to develop shared vision and coordinated strategies for collaborative change efforts. 

12. Disciple members into a lifestyle of salt and light. Equip members to express their faith through sacrificial care for neighbors, patterning their everyday lives around the Savior who lay down his life for others. 

1. Meet needs within the congregation. Galatians 6:10 urges, “Let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” As a church turns its attention to meeting the needs of the community, it should also (though not exclusively) attend to needs within the congregation. A church family should be a place where people can freely admit their struggles with finances, physical disability, mental illness, family crisis, addictions, unemployment or other challenges, and can expect a caring response. Acts 4:34 describes the fruit of a community on fire for Jesus: “There were no needy persons among them.” Ways churches can work toward this goal include: 

· Create confidential, supportive channels for members to communicate specific needs with the congregation. 

· Develop ways to facilitate sharing resources within the congregation, such as a "blessings and needs" exchange, handyman service club, or online classifieds.
 

· Become familiar with resources in the community in order to be able to give members appropriate referrals to other agencies. 

· Develop a trained benevolence team to oversee practical assistance to people with needs both inside and outside the congregation.
 

· Ensure that people are not excluded from the congregation based on class, ethnicity, ability, or appearance of “having it all together.”
 

2. Pray for Knoxville. Develop a focused prayer ministry for the city, for a community, or for a particular area of ministry (such as domestic violence, or at-risk youth). In Compassion Coalition's 2002 focus group of public school staff, when asked how churches could best serve the schools, one consistent response was, “Pray for us!” Suggested actions include: 
· Use the lists of prayer points in the first part of this guidebook (in the Ways to Connect for each chapter), and in Section II, Windows on Knoxville.

· Ask ministries and community-serving organizations for specific requests. Share requests during congregational prayer times and/or form a designated prayer team. 

· Take a group of members prayer-walking in the community. Prayer-walking, or “praying on-site with insight,” means unobtrusively praying for the peace, well-being and salvation of a neighborhood while walking its streets. Prayer-walking often leads to building relationships with people in the community and discovering ministry opportunities.
 

· Join with others with a common commitment to prayer for God's love and transforming power to take root throughout Knoxville. 

3. Provide resources to support the work of local community-serving organizations. This is the most common form of service. Many organizations look to churches for financial and in-kind contributions that sustain their work in their community. Ways churches can provide tangible support include: 
· Make a regular budget commitment to a nonprofit. 

· Collect food, clothing, toiletry items, school supplies, furniture or other items to donate. 

· Help maintain the facilities of community-serving organizations by donating materials and/or labor for painting, landscaping, or building repairs. 

· Sponsor large-scale support projects like installing a playground or donating a vehicle. 

· Organize fundraising events on behalf of a nonprofit, such as a special dinner or a benefit concert.

4. Connect individual volunteers from the congregation with nonprofits. Many community-serving organizations rely on congregations as sources of volunteers for their programs. Churches can inspire members to service, inform them of volunteer opportunities, ensure that volunteers receive adequate training and supervision, and help sustain motivation.
 One way that a church can publicize opportunities for service is to organize a ministry fair, with representatives from agencies that welcome church volunteers. Local examples include: 

· Knox Area Rescue Ministries engages volunteers in six ministry teams to serve the needs of homeless and poor individuals.
 

· Amachi connects volunteer mentors with children of prisoners.

· The Senior Corps places older volunteers in meaningful service opportunities.
 

· Angelic Ministries welcomes volunteers to help with the distribution of food, clothing, furniture and other services.
 

· Through the Shannondale Friends Program, volunteers can become regular visitors to nursing home residents.

· InterFACE matches "American Friends" with international students.

5. Join a network, coalition, association or roundtable. If your church has an interest in a particular ministry issue, joining a group allows you to learn from more experienced agencies. Groups can provide training, education, networking, ministry resources and “first step” opportunities for involvement. Local examples include: 

· Churches with an interest in ministries for people with disabilities connect regularly through the Joni & Friends Disability Roundtable to learn from one another, encourage one another and hold combined volunteer training events.

· Compassion Coalition equips churches through training events, research, volunteer opportunities, and connections for collaborative community service.

· The Clergy Task Force on Family Violence offers workshops and other resources to train pastors how to preach on domestic abuse and how to offer appropriate pastoral care; it also connects churches with the Community Coalition on Family Violence, a collaboration of agencies that provide services to victims of abuse.

· CASA's Interfaith Coalition Against Child Abuse and Neglect provides the faith community with programs and materials to help abused and neglected children.
 
6. Partner with a community-serving organization. Collaborations can take a variety of forms, from one-time service projects to long-term relationships (see chapter 4.2, "Ways to Work Together"). Many nonprofits offer a service activity or program that can be taken on by a church or ministry team. These collaborative opportunities allow churches that are drawn to a particular area of ministry to step into an established program (rather than starting a new ministry). Churches can also look for ways to come alongside or "adopt" organizations that are doing good work in the community. Partnerships enable churches to build on community assets to develop innovative solutions and connect resources with needs more effectively. Local examples include:

· Bridge Refugee and Sponsorship Services asks church teams to make a three-month commitment to help a refugee family adjust to life in Knoxville.
 

· Crown Financial Ministries equips churches to offer financial counseling and classes in biblical money management.
 

· The Restoration House welcomes churches to sponsor quarterly Family Nights, or to provide a mentoring team for a single-mother family.
 

· As a partner with Richard Yoakley alternative high school, Berean Bible Church supports students and staff in various ways, including tutoring, gift bags, classroom involvement, staff appreciation breakfasts, and spring cookouts.
 

· The women's ministry of Children of God Ministries Church of God in Christ provides visitation and needed items to the Cancer Unit of the Children’s Hospital. 

· Faith Promise Church collaborated with Lisa Ross Birth Center, Child and Family Services and Helen Ross McNabb Center to provide a community baby shower for low-income new moms. 

· The churches in the Knoxville Interdenominational Christian Ministerial Alliance (KICMA) provide funds through the Knoxville Community Action Committee (CAC) to assist families with delinquent utilities bills.

7. Start a new church-based ministry program. Churches can initiate programs or launch nonprofits that address a gap in community services, or that respond to a unique sense of calling. While churches should take care not to duplicate or compete with other service programs, direct sponsorship allows churches the greatest sense of ownership and freedom in expressing their ministry vision. Local examples include: 

· After identifying a gap in community services, Cokesbury United Methodist Church started the Hope Initiative, providing mentoring, biblical teachings, GED tutoring and other support services to families with financial struggles.

· Mount Zion Baptist Church helped to launch the Literacy Imperative to encourage literacy and economic development in disadvantaged communities.

· One single mother's journey of grace led her to start an outreach at First Baptist Concord to other single moms, called The Well.
 

· Washington Pike Methodist Church founded an after school program in response to child care needs not being met by any other local faith-based organization.
 

· Eternal Life Harvest Center offers a program for community youth every Friday evening, with basketball, games, computer lab and other activities.

8. Become a friend to the neighborhood.
 In strong communities, people know one another and assist one another in neighborly ways. Churches can help strengthen their community by bringing neighbors together and connecting local resources.
 Churches demonstrate a caring commitment to their neighborhood when they host or facilitate community-wide events, support community-led initiatives, or help organize groups to address issues the community cares about. Local examples include: 
· Redeemer Church sponsors annual block parties that bring diverse Fort Sanders residents together in a celebration of community life. 
· Church of the Good Shepherd is the site for regular meetings on topics of local interest organized by Fountain City Town Hall, a nonprofit community group that promotes neighborhood development. 

· Caminando con Jesús has offered its church property for multiple families in the community to grow a communal garden. 
· Fourth Presbyterian Church hosted a meeting between residents of Old North Knoxville and the Police Advisory Review Committee to discuss suggestions for addressing drug use and prostitution in the community.

· Sevier Heights Baptist Church held a community forum with speakers from the Knox County Health Department and the Red Cross to share information about a public health concern, recruit community volunteers and plan for community emergencies. 

9. Advocate for systemic change. Because "the Lord loves justice" (Psalm 37:28), people of God are likewise called to "do justice" (Micah 6:8), particularly on behalf of the powerless. Churches can provide members with information and opportunities for advocacy around issues that involve legislative action or structural reform. Advocacy actions might include letter-writing campaigns, visits with elected officials, public forums, or other efforts to "Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. . . . Defend the rights of the poor and needy" (Proverbs 31:8-9). Churches can also connect with other advocacy groups and take part in coalitions to effect change. Local examples include: 

· First United Methodist Church supports Promise to Protect, which confronts child pornography and seeks to expand resources for law enforcement to protect children from internet crimes.

· Church of the Savior hosts a Local Organizing Group of the Tennessee Health Care Campaign for education and action around health care reform.
 

· The Mental Illness Awareness Coalition advocates for expanded and improved programs and services for people affected by mental illness.

· LEAF (Lindquist-Environmental Appalachian Fellowship) educates churches on environmental issues such as mountaintop removal and provides Christians with resources to encourage legislation consistent with stewardship of creation.

· The East Tennessee Interfaith Coalition for Worker Justice educates, organizes and mobilizes the religious community for involvement in campaigns to improve wages, benefits and working conditions, especially for low-wage workers.
 

· The Knoxville/Knox County Mayors' Youth Action Council, co-sponsored by the Metropolitan Drug Association, engages in advocacy on issues relevant to young people such as school funding and supplies a "youth perspective" to the Knox County Board of Education and other local leaders and government agencies.
 

· Legal Aid of East Tennessee ensures equal justice for elderly, abused, and low-income people by providing a broad scope of legal assistance and advocacy.
 

10. Build connections between communities across racial or socio-economic divides.
 The disparity between those with resources and those struggling with poverty in Knox County is deep, and interwoven with racial/ethnic divisions.
 Churches can serve as salt and light by cultivating reconciling relationships of friendship, mutual respect and united action across urban/suburban, economic, or cultural barriers.
 Possible steps for churches in the Knoxville area include: 

· Share a worship experience, prayer service, fellowship meal, holiday festivity, musical celebration or community service project with a church of a different racial background or cultural heritage. Work toward building mutual trust and genuine friendship.
 

· Reach out to build a long-term relationship between your church and people in a public housing development or other low-income community.
 

· Offer a weekend get-away or other respite to pastors and spouses ministering in disadvantaged neighborhoods whose energy and resources are continually stretched.

· Seek training on undoing racism.

· Form a study group to learn more about systemic issues affecting the well-being of Knoxville communities, such as the disproportionate poverty and negative educational outcomes of African American children in the heart of Knoxville.

· Refuse to label neighborhoods or groups of people by their deficiencies or needs, but focus instead on discovering gifts, connecting resources and celebrating strengths.
 

11. Join or initiate a long-term vision and planning process to work for change across city sectors. Some key goals for the well-being of Knoxville require a joint effort by stakeholders across city sectors (churches, nonprofits, public agencies, businesses, universities, health care institutions, etc.). Churches can help facilitate and support initiatives to develop shared vision and coordinated strategies for collaborative change efforts.

· Examples of current multi-sector collaborations in which churches are invited to participate include the Mayors' Ten-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness; 
 the Healthy Marriage and Family Initiative;
 and the Knoxville Youth Transition Council, promoting a web of supports to improve outcomes for struggling older adolescents.
 

· Other examples of potential multi-sector, collaborative initiatives that could be further developed include: the goal of ending prostitution in its various forms; the goal that every working adult has the capacity to meet their family's basic needs; the goal of reducing truancy and creating a network of interventions for at-risk elementary students; and the goal that every child in Knox County has access to resources and relationships with caring adults to help achieve his or her full potential. In each of these areas, a number of agents are already doing significant work, but there is potential to help facilitate a more coordinated, systemic effort. 

12. Disciple members into a lifestyle of salt and light. The salt and light mission of the body of Christ does not happen only—or even primarily—through organized ministry programs and partnerships. It happens also as church members pattern their everyday lives around the Savior who lay down his life for others. Equipping members for a lifestyle of sacrificial caring will enhance their participation in every other kind of church outreach ministry. Discipleship for salt and light ministry encourages Christians to: 
· View their homes, possessions, vocation, friendships, talents, and time as gifts entrusted to them by God to be shared for the good of others. 

· Make financial and lifestyle choices based on God's love and justice for the most vulnerable in our society, over personal advancement and convenience. 

· Daily look for ways to serve their neighbors and coworkers, and also to seek out caring relationships with people outside their normal social networks. 

· Pray for opportunities to share the good news of Jesus with those around them, especially those who are going through struggles. 
The possibilities for salt and light ministry are unlimited. Minimal resources or expertise are required to get started. But onramps are not meant to be stopping places. Our ministry involvement is meant to accelerate in intensity and impact, as well as in our willingness and commitment to be used by God to make a difference. 

Starting Points 

Given all of the options, how do you find the right ministry onramp for your church? Here are five potential starting points: 

· Start with a concern. Perhaps a family in your congregation has been struggling with addiction. Perhaps someone in your church was moved by an article about a woman's journey out of prostitution. Perhaps members are growing alarmed at the number of jobless families in the church and community. Perhaps a small group has expressed a heart for serving elderly shut-ins. Identify the issues that are relevant to your congregation or that generate passion, then find out what is already being done in this area and how you might get on board. 

· Start with an organization. Which community-serving organizations (many are listed in this Guidebook) represent an existing connection or natural fit for your congregation? Consider an agency located near the church, or in the same denomination. Expand a relationship with a nonprofit where the church has donated money. Encourage members to recommend organizations where they work or volunteer, or where they have received assistance. Ask other churches about positive experiences with ministry collaboration. 
· Start with a resource. Take inventory of what assets your church has to share: Access to funds and fundraising connections? A gym you could offer to a local youth ministry? A pool of retirees potentially available for volunteer service? A group of members skilled in construction? Explore ways to invest these assets in the community. Maximize your impact by connecting these resources with other community-serving groups.
 
· Start with a neighborhood. This may be the neighborhood where your church is located, or a community where your church feels led to serve. Explore opportunities for community ministry by doing background research, developing relationships, and spending time praying and hanging out in the neighborhood. Ask a wide variety of local people about concerns, resources, and possibilities for ministry collaboration. Look for individuals or organizations having a positive impact on life the community, and discover how you can join in.
 
· Start with a Scripture. God's Word is living and active (Hebrews 4:12)! A sermon on Jesus' healing ministry may spark interest in local health concerns. A Bible study on Isaiah 58:6-7 ("Is this not the kind of fasting I have chosen … to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter") can lead the group to examine issues of hunger and homelessness. Jesus' words in Matthew 25:36, "I was in prison and you came to visit me," might point members to connect with a prison ministry. Be prepared to walk through the doors God's Spirit will open when people study Scripture and take its applications seriously. 

From each of these starting points, a church can find its way forward by being prayerfully alert for opportunities, open to God's leading, and willing to set out in a new direction. 

Reflection Questions

· Which of these ministry "onramps" have you and/or your church already been involved with? How did you get started on this path? Where has this ministry road taken you? 

· Which of the twelve onramps seems the most natural "fit" for your church's community ministry? What combination of types of involvement do you think would lead you to have the greatest impact? 

· Which of the five starting points might offer the most fruitful approach to explore next steps? 

· In your experience, what are the main roadblocks to ministry – either to embarking on a new venture, or to growing deeper in ministry involvement? 
· Who do you know (individual, church, or organization) that could serve as a resource to you personally or to your church as you seek to move into new ministry arenas? 
This article is an expanded version of chapter 3.1, Onramps to Salt & Light Ministry (p. 351​-357) in the Salt & Light Guidebook. 
Endnotes 
� As one illustration of caring for practical needs, when Grace Baptist Church became aware of the growing number of members affected by job cuts, the congregation compiled a list of job openings and posted the list on the church's website. 


� Compassion Coalition (251-1591, � HYPERLINK "http://www.compassioncoalition.org" ��www.compassioncoalition.org�) offers "Working on the Frontlines" benevolence training, and also access to a web-based benevolence tracking program called Charity Check that is connected to many other churches in Knox County. 


� For example, the Christian Church Foundation for the Handicapped (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ccfh.org" ��www.ccfh.org�) can help improve your church's accessibility to people with a disability. 


� A guide to prayer-walking is available on the Compassion Coalition website� HYPERLINK "http://www.compassioncoalition.org" ���. 


� See 3.5, Creating a Healthy Volunteer Equipping System (p. 364) for suggestions on how to help connect church members with positive volunteer experiences. 


� For more information on Knox Area Rescue Ministries (KARM): 673-6540, � HYPERLINK "http://www.karm.org" ��www.karm.org�. See the story of a homeless family living in a KARM shelter on p. 150. 


� To contact Amachi: 524-2774 (Knoxville Leadership Foundation) or 523-2179 (Big Brothers Big Sisters of East Tennessee). See the Story of Hope on Amachi in the chapter on Children and Youth (p. 26).  


� To contact Senior Corps (CAC Office on Aging): 524-2786, � HYPERLINK "http://www.knoxcac.org" ��www.knoxcac.org�. 


� To contact Angelic Ministries: 523-8884, � HYPERLINK "http://www.angelicministries.com" ��www.angelicministries.com�. 


� To contact the Shannondale Friends Program: 690-3411 x 857.


� To contact InterFACE (International Friendship Activities & Cultural Exchange): 673-4418, � HYPERLINK "http://www.iface.org/tennessee_Knoxville.htm" ��www.iface.org/tennessee_Knoxville.htm�. 


� To contact the Disability Roundtable: 540-3860, � HYPERLINK "http://www.joniandfriends.org" ��www.joniandfriends.org�. See the Story of Hope about Joni and Friends in chapter 1.2B (p. 60). Information about the roundtable model is available on the Compassion Coalition website. 


� To contact the Compassion Coalition or to learn how to participate in bimonthly meetings: 251-1591, www.compassioncoalition.org.


� To contact the Community Coalition on Family Violence: 521-6336, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccfv.org" ��www.ccfv.org�. See the Story of Hope in the chapter on Confronting Domestic Violence (p. 166). 


� To contact CASA: 329-3399, � HYPERLINK "http://www.casaofeasttn.org" ��www.casaofeasttn.org�.


� To contact Bridge Refugee and Sponsorship Services: 540-1311, � HYPERLINK "http://www.discoveret.org/refugees" ��www.discoveret.org/refugees�. 


� To contact Crown Financial Ministries: 423-626-5562, � HYPERLINK "http://www.crown.org" ��www.crown.org�. See the Story of Hope in the chapter on Financial Stewardship (p. 120).


� To contact the Restoration House: 300-6806, � HYPERLINK "http://www.therestorationhouse.net" ��www.therestorationhouse.net�. 


� For more information about the Partners in Education program: Scott Bacon, Knox County Schools Office of Public Affairs, 594-1909, � HYPERLINK "mailto:bacons@k12tn.net" ��bacons@k12tn.net�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.pie.knoxschools.org" ��www.pie.knoxschools.org�. 


� For more information about Cokesbury United Methodist Church's Hope Initiative: 246-0437, � HYPERLINK "http://cclive.org/hope-initiative" ��http://cclive.org/hope-initiative�. 


� For more information on the Literacy Imperative: 673-8988, � HYPERLINK "http://www.literacyimperative.com" ��www.literacyimperative.com�. 


� See the Story of Hope on The Well in the chapter on Families (p. 14). For more information: 603-9034, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fbconcord.org/thewell" ��www.fbconcord.org/thewell�. 


� See the Story of Hope on Urban Family Outreach in the chapter on Child Care (p. 230). 


� For more information on Eternal Life Harvest Center's youth ministry: 971-1988. 


� For more discussion and suggestions regarding this area of ministry, see chapter 1.6E, Developing Great Neighborhoods.


� See Jay Van Groningen, Communities First: Community Strengthening Workbook (CRWRC, 2005).


� For more information on Promise to Protect: 525-0902, � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@protect.org" ��info@protect.org�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.promisetoprotect.org" ��www.promisetoprotect.org�.  


Also contact the Knoxville Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Unit, 215-7020. 


� To contact the Tennessee Health Care Campaign: 357-3151, www.tenncare.org.


� For more information about the Mental Illness Awareness Coalition: � HYPERLINK "http://www.discoveret.org/miac" ��www.discoveret.org/miac�. 


� To contact LEAF (Lindquist-Environmental Appalachian Fellowship): � HYPERLINK "mailto:tnleaf.org@gmail.com" ��tnleaf.org@gmail.com�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.tnleaf.org" ��www.tnleaf.org�. See the Story of Hope in the chapter on Environmental Well-Being (p. 112). 


� To contact the East Tennessee Interfaith Coalition for Worker Justice: 573-0655. 


� For more information about the Knoxville/Knox County Mayors' Youth Action Council, co-sponsored by the Metropolitan Drug Association: 588-5550, �HYPERLINK "http://www.metrodrug.org/action/youthactioncouncil.aspx"��www.metrodrug.org/action/youthactioncouncil.aspx�. 


� To contact Legal Aid of East Tennessee: 637-0484, � HYPERLINK "http://www.laet.org" ��www.laet.org�. 


� For more discussion and suggestions regarding this area of ministry, see chapter 1.6C, Pursuing Racial Reconciliation with Justice. 


� For example, according to the American Community Study (www.factfinder.census.gov), the overall child poverty rate in Knoxville is 27%; for African American children, the poverty rate is 47%. In 2000 the median household income for African Americans was 43.4% less than the overall median income; Hispanics earned 18% less than the overall median income (www.ecanned.com). Overall, the Knoxville metro area ranks in the top twenty nationwide for income disparity between affluent and poor residents (www.diversitydata.org). See a detailed report on disparity and opportunity in the Knoxville area on the Compassion Coalition website.


� See section 4.6B in this guidebook, Dos and Don’ts for Urban-Suburban Faith-Based Partnerships. 


� As a resource for cross-cultural connections, see the list of congregations of various ethnic backgrounds on the Compassion Coalition website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.compassioncoalition.org" ��www.compassioncoalition.org�. 


� See the information on connecting with public housing in the chapter on Low-Income Communities (1.6D). A list of contacts for public housing communities is available on the Compassion Coalition website, and at � HYPERLINK "http://www.kcdc.org/en/Housing-Opportunities/Housing-Contacts.aspx" ��http://www.kcdc.org/en/Housing-Opportunities/Housing-Contacts.aspx�. 


� See, for example, the Story of Hope on Pastor Philip Hamilton and his wife Sheila, serving with Children of God Church of God in Christ in Mechanicsville (p. 300). 


� On how disproportionate poverty affects children, see the chapter on Embracing Low-Income Communities (1.6D) and the table on Poverty Zone Comparisons in the Demographics section (p. 432). On educational outcomes, see the chapter on public schools (1.5E) and the chart comparing selected Knox County public schools in the Demographics section (p. 428).


� Jay Van Groningen explains why it is vital to focus on a community's assets rather than its problems or needs in "An Introduction to Asset Based Community Development for Church Leaders" (� HYPERLINK "http://communitiesfirstassociation.org/Tools/AssetBasedCommunityDevelopmentTools.html" ��http://communitiesfirstassociation.org/Tools/AssetBasedCommunityDevelopmentTools.html�). For more on asset-based community development, see section 3.7, Being Church "With" the Community. 


� Also see chapter 4.5, Developing a Shared Vision for the City. 


� For more information on the Mayors' Ten-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.knoxtenyearplan.org" ��www.knoxtenyearplan.org�, and also the description in chapter 1.4B, Ending Homelessness and in chapter 4.4, Multi-Sector Collaboration. 


� For more information about the city -wide marriage and family initiative, contact the Compassion Coalition (251-1591, www.compassioncoalition.org). 


� To connect with the Knoxville Youth Transition Council: 521-5605 x 262.


� A helpful resource that gives many church examples is Susan Rans and Hilary Altman, Asset-Based Strategies for Faith Communities (ABCD Institute, 2002), � HYPERLINK "http://www.northwestern.edu/ipr/publications/community/faith.html" ��www.northwestern.edu/ipr/publications/community/faith.html�. 


� Resources on learning about your community are available on the Compassion Coalition website. 
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