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There are special moments in life that you never forget. Desteania McAfee recently experienced one of those moments when she bought her first house.

When Desteania found out she was pregnant with her second child, she knew she was going to need more space. Living in an apartment with a four-year-old was cramped, and Desteania realized something was going to have to change.

Looking for a house can be a stressful experience, especially for first-time buyers, but Desteania found a support system to help her get through it. One important source of support was her boyfriend’s mother, who lived in the same subdivision as Desteania, which Knoxville Leadership Foundation’s Neighborhood Initiative help build. She told Desteania about the Neighborhood Housing program.

The KLF Neighborhood Housing program helps families with incomes between $20,000-$45,000 become the owners of high quality, moderately priced homes, primarily in distressed "heart of Knoxville" neighborhoods. Up to $25,000 in grant money is available to assist with the housing purchase. Homeowners attend Homebuyer education classes and generally contribute only $1,000 toward closing costs and fees. 
An initiative of this nature requires collaborative effort among private and public organizations. Neighborhood Housing partners include the City of Knoxville Department of Development, Department of Housing and Urban Development HOME Grant, East Tennessee Foundation Affordable Housing Trust, Knox Area Urban League, and Knox Housing Partnership.

Desteania checked into Neighborhood Housing and discovered she could qualify to buy a home with the assistance of the program. Desteania’s credit score was high enough she could qualify for a loan, but she could not afford a down payment. The Neighborhood Housing program was able to provide a grant to Desteania which allowed her to put a down payment on the house. She finally felt she was ready to make the commitment to buying home.

“It’s having something of your own. When you’re renting, it’s not yours. You can’t make any changes to it, but with your home, you can add things to it to accommodate you and your family,” she said.

So Desteania started looking for a house. Her friends commented on how she did not seem that excited throughout the home-buying process. She was excited, she says, but she would not believe it was real until she had the keys in her hand. When the time finally came for Desteania to get the keys to the house from the mortgage office, she said she could not stop smiling. "I’ll never forget that day.”

One major impact for Desteania of owning a home is knowing her money is going somewhere significant. She still has to pay for housing, but there is a satisfaction in spending her money on something she owns. 

Now that Desteania has become established in her own home, she is looking forward to raising her children here. She knows that your first home is not always your last, but she plans to stay in her home ten to fifteen years. Her story is but one example of how homeownership enriches our city and strengthens our neighborhoods and families. 
For information about Knoxville Leadership Foundation's Neighborhood Housing program: 524-2774, www.klf.org/index.php/programs/neighborhood_housing. 
