Salt & Light Resource

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR SALT & LIGHT
The Why – Our Motivation for Ministry 

Love: Salt & Light is fundamentally motivated by God's love for the world, which "compels us" (2 Corinthians 5:14) to share God's heart in tangible ways. We desire to see our city saturated with the love of Christ. God's love is expressed "with actions and in truth" (1 John 3:18) – by helping people to experience wholeness in body, mind, soul and spirit and to develop wholesome relationships with God, other people, and their environment. 

Compassion: Compassion literally means to "suffer with," to sacrificially come alongside another. Throughout the history of the church, Christians have sought to live out Jesus' command to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Matt. 22:39) through ministries with those suffering from injustice and need. Salt & Light aims to move readers to get personally involved, not out of pity or guilt, but because they come to see hurting people as their brothers and sisters. True compassion builds community. 

Faith: We do not put our confidence in our own goodness and power to bring healing to the city (Acts 3:12). Rather, our faith rests in God, who created the world, redeemed it on the cross, is reconciling all things to Himself, and is preparing a new City where God's glory will be fully revealed. Faith – being "certain of what we do not see" (Heb. 11:1) – sustains us when we are confronted by darkness. We trust that Christ is the ultimate victor over evil (John 16:33, 1 John 5:4). We trust that our labors of love are not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58). 

Vision: We yearn for the wholeness of God's good design for our city. Salt & Light promotes a vision of the "preferred future" of what Knoxville can become, consistent with the biblical story and with the unique attributes of Knoxville's character and history. This doesn't mean Christians can bring heaven to earth, because our human efforts will always fall short – but we can promote a shared goal of making earth a little more like heaven, as we pray in Matt. 6:10. When people see the possibilities, they can be drawn to become part of making it happen. 

Hope: The realities of brokenness and suffering in a fallen world can be overwhelming. Salt & Light shares the hope that God, indwelling in people, brings healing and renewal. When we work collaboratively with a shared vision, informed strategy, and leveraged resources, we can change some of the underlying realities. Motivated, guided, and empowered by God, our efforts can not only improve the present situation, but can help our communities move toward a different future. 

The How: Our Approach to Ministry 

Incarnational: Our lives are to embody the hope of the gospel. Though we are frail and imperfect, God chooses to use us as His hands and feet in the world (2 Cor. 4:7). As "God with skin on," we intentionally enter into the broken places and humbly make ourselves available to persons seeking wholeness. We go beyond giving aid to giving of ourselves. God works through relationships. When people experience God's love through us, their lives -- and ours -- are forever changed. 

Transformational: 'Transformation' means movement toward God's good design for persons, communities and cultures. We seek to meet critical needs, but also to have long-term impact by addressing root causes of need and developing the potential of individuals and communities. A transformational approach is both strategic and Spirit-led – bringing together quality research on our context, proven models of social change, and the "salty" influence of a church sent into the world to continue the restorative work of Christ (John 20:21). 

Collaborative: Working together, our gifts accomplish more. God's design is that churches come together in unity for the good of the city (John 17:21). God's "common grace" is also displayed throughout society, in the gifts of nonprofits, associations, schools, businesses, and government. Addressing complex issues requires bringing together multiple contributions. Partnerships and coalitions may require more investment up-front, but they also can yield more innovative, sustainable transformation. 

Asset-based: A "need-based" paradigm -- seeing the city and its people in terms of their needs and problems -- can become demoralizing. It can lead to a patronizing attitude that perpetuates dependency by rescuing people rather than empowering them. Salt & Light promotes an asset-based approach that embraces four main principles: 

· Each of us is gifted to serve others. Regardless of income or abilities, people of faith (individually and congregations) already have what it takes to love others in Christ's name: time, relationships, a caring heart, their own unique constellation of abilities, passions and experiences, and above all the love of the Father and the empowerment of the Spirit.

· We are defined not by our problems but by our potential. Each person is precious, uniquely created in God's image. Those we serve have more to offer back to us and to their community than we can imagine. The goal of ministry is not only to meet people's needs but to release individuals to share their gifts with others. 

· Do ministry with people, not to people. The vision and plans for serving a community need to engage the input of "insiders" in the community. True development means empowering individuals and communities to achieve their own goals. Bringing people's dreams to light provides energy to work toward change.
· Effective ministry builds on assets. Our first question is not "What is wrong?" but "Where is God at work?" We seek to get on board with the gifts and initiatives in the community that reflect what God is already doing. Instead of doing things for people, we encourage building people's capacity and unleashing their potential. The church has a valuable role in coming alongside communities as they work to solve their own problems.

Holistic: The overall goal of Salt & Light is to engage the body of Christ in seeking the well-being or "shalom" of our city (Jer. 29:7). This well-being is multifaceted, with physical, social, and spiritual dimensions. God cares about the whole person and the whole city. We seek shalom through a holistic strategy including relief, development, justice and witness. Following Jesus' example, we both proclaim and demonstrate God's Good News to our neighbors. We are guided by Micah 6:8: "What does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." 

