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COLLEGE MINISTRY: PROVIDING "A SPIRITUAL HOME"  
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She knew more about God and the Bible than most, but Emily Faith Maddox did not feel God’s presence until her junior year in high school.

She felt God’s love through the desolate eyes of children during a summer mission trip to a Costa Rican orphanage. “They didn’t know what it meant to have parents but they shared and loved despite it all,” Emily said. “I became so connected to a three-year-old boy. I could barely communicate with him in his language but the love overcame everything. God was after my heart to show me His love and sacrifice. I realized that when God is real in your life, He changes your life.”

She returned to her Ohio high school determined to lead a life marked by change. “I was determined to please God,” she said. Emily offered to pay others $5 if they heard her cursing. She unloosed her selfish ways and began to think of others and how she might be able to help.

During her freshman year at the University of Tennessee, an English professor challenged students on whether God was real. Rather than responding with skepticism, Emily became emboldened to voice her Christian belief system. “That professor pushed and challenged me, and it made me realize that God can use anybody—whether that person believes in God or not—to bring you closer to Him.”

Outside of class, the Baptist Collegiate Ministry on campus became Emily’s refuge. Her friends and her boyfriend, at the time, were part of the ministry. She said, “It was a spiritual home for me that kept me grounded.” The currents that sway college life for some—partying, drinking and sex—never pulled on Emily’s strings. 

She describes her last year of college as the “best and worst of times.”  Her relationship with her boyfriend had come to an end and so did her weekly ministry visits. In the midst of the brokenness and pain, Emily said she felt the presence of God more acutely because “I knew despite it all, God loved me more than anything else in the world.” Free from her dependence on a relationship, Emily’s horizons broadened and she was ready to take on new challenges, such as working on the college newspaper and the yearbook. “I was free to discover who I was and what my dreams were without the attachment to someone else,” she said.

By graduation, Emily said, “I just left it up to God as to what I would do next.” 
Emily landed a job as a copy editor and office manager for a small online marketing company in Knoxville. She is now a member of Knoxville’s First Lutheran Church, and serves as a chaplain for LeConte Lodge. About every other weekend, Emily hikes and delivers weekend services on Myrtle Point. “I had never preached before, but after a friend took me up there, I felt like I had something to offer. I could tell about the greatness and indescribable love of God.”

Emily reflects, “Throughout my journey, God placed people in my life where they needed to be when I needed them the most.” Her time with a college ministry, though brief, provided some of these pivotal relationships that helped point her in the right direction and keep her on the track of a life of service to God. 
