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WHEN BUSINESS IS A MINISTRY 
Mary Terry 
Ruth Perry, owner and founder of Repeat Boutique, finds great pleasure in seeing God at work through her work. In 1977, she opened her first consignment shop “to make a living.”  But now, Ruth affirms, the Boutique has become “a ministry as well as a business.”  

Besides donating clothes to the Baptist Center at Western Heights and the Cerebral Palsy Center, the shop provides the setting for many informal, relational blessings. Ruth works to develop honest and loving relationships with her customers – some whom she describes as "sent from the Lord.” One customer, Ruth shares, was dealing with a “horrendous” divorce. “She’d come in here an absolute wreck.” A fashionable boutique isn’t normally where people go for counsel and comfort. But staff members at Repeat Boutique would stop their work to pray with this bereaved woman in a back room of the shop. Another customer who contracted breast cancer found support for her fight from shop staff.  

Ruth does not operate her business life separately from her spiritual life. She has sought God's guidance on her business decisions, and has relied on God for the wisdom and courage in new ventures. For example, nearly fifteen years ago she sensed God opening the door for her to purchase a vacant rental space beside the Boutique, and has successfully overseen the expansion of her business. 

On this particular morning, women jostle for space among the growing crowd in front of Repeat Boutique.  It is opening day of a season-end sale, always a big draw for customers.  Seeing the gathering crowd, Ruth calls her husband Carl to come monitor the traffic. Inside before the doors open, after many deep breaths, Ruth and the staff join hands and pray, as they do often.  Then, the sale ensues.  Over the din of metal hangers on metal racks and constant conversation, one woman quietly comments to Carl that seeing the staff pray had ministered to her.  

From Repeat Boutique blessings abound—among those who have perhaps never visited the Boutique but have benefited from its donations, and among those who frequent it.  Regardless of what they purchase, customers leave feeling valued by their encounter with a caring staff, and maybe even feeling renewed by a surprising encounter with God's grace. 

