


Compassion Coalition exists to inform, prepare, and unitehurches to transform lives and communities
through the love of Christ.

We strive to walk alongside Knoxvillarea churches who earnestly desire to slow down and respond to the cr
of the suffering, the broken, and the abandoned within their congregationeut in the community. We
believe that transformation begins to occur when churches prayerfully go out to serve existing ministries
compassion and justice while also initiating feistent ministries both within and outside their congregations.

Imagine living in a place where:

« Christians from many denominations take seriously their mandate to extend the life aty ofidissus to
their community.

« Christians understand that loving their neighbors is a necessary outcome of leiniGpith

e Churches have become like family with each other and with the community

« Churches consistently make sacrificial investments of time, pesopdemoney to serve their community.

The greater Knoxville area can be such a plade

Keeping churches informed:

We send out-enails and mailings to almost 700 Christian churches in Knox Coumtytiky their
congregations of volunteer opportunities within the community and to invitetthpanticipate in
Compassion Coadndtiningnés activities

Preparing churches to act:

We conduct research to determine not only the areas of pain and brokenness, but also the assets and
resources that God has placed in our community.

Uniting churches with each other and the community:

We stive to look beyond denominational differences as we encourage followers of Christ to work together.



Dear Friends,

I n Compassion Coalitionbs annual report you wil/l
ministry these are impant to know, but it is only part of the story. The numbers represent lives touched,
which is the real story of this coalition of believers across Knox County who are committed to being the
compassionate presence of Christ in our community.

Consider the stry of the previously chronically homeless woman who celebrated hgreanenniversary in
permanent housing. She had been on the streeds\fenteegears! Her success story is due largely to her
mentoring team from a local congregation that was orgalpitrained, and supported by our Circles of Support
initiative.

As you read about the Furniture Ministry consider the story of the bed bug infestation in Knoxville and how
dozens of elderly residents received beds from loving church volunteers seriiagministry. Many of those
residents had been sleeping on the floor.

When reading about the thousands of calls coming into our Clearinghouse remember the story of the family ¢
Thanksgiving with no food and no transportation to get to a food p&uryClearinghouse was able to connect

a church in their area with this family and they not only received food, but also a loving touch from members «
that congregation.

many mo JusticepBulipter 8Bgarda n d

The stories could go on for
ther efforts. These are

Frontlines training or o
community every day at Compassion Coalition.

As you consider the numbers in this report my prayer is that you witiuadéd by the incredible impact of this
ministry in Knox County. | pray that you will be encouraged, because you are a participant in this good work.
also pray that you will consider a yeamd gift if you have not already done so, in order that Compassi
Coalition may continue to touch lives.

In the service of the King,
WW

Grant Standefer
Executive Director
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After three years of intensive research, th& Edition of the Salt & Light
Guidebookis here! This 80+ page fulcolor resource adains a wealth o
information d@out Knox County. It features extensive data regarding the pai

our city, but also information on the ministries, fanofits, and agencies that a

5 working to make a differencelf you want to volunteer in our community, ti

AWays t o Coswilleechange ysueautteach efforts tremendously.

This Compassion Coalition initiative ia collaboration betweer21 church
teams and ministriesvho collect and deliver quality, used furniture needy
recipients in our community Almost every Saturday morning, families receiv

needed items from volunteers

Our telephone helplinégs sometimes the last resouroe people such as sing
mothers, isolated elderly, homeless travelerghosefacing eviction The calls
received by Compassion Coaliti@ame answeredby staff and volateers from
churches who partner with our ministry.



This faithbased mentoring program is a key part of the effort to end chr
homelessness in our community. Small teams of mentors from congreg;
throughout Knox County are connected with individuals as they transitior
of homelessness and into housing. Each Circle of Support partners
professional case managers tovie a positive, nurturing network to hel

their neighbor become a healthy and productive member of society.

A unique collaboration between Junve Court, theDi st ri ct Att
local nonprofit organizationsand volunteers from various congregationsisT
initiative givesapproximately 6Quvenile offendergper monththe oppatunity
to complete their comdrdered community service algside believerait 23

sites across the countyruly, this ministry brings hopw troubled youth.

Compassion Coalition holds-monthlymeetinggo addresyariousissueghat
affect our city. By providing a forum and highlighting onepic at a time,
Compassion Coalition has helped pastors, lay leaders, volunteers, anc

agencies learn about and theork togetheto solve problems.



